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7.30pm, 8th September 2022  

Friends Meeting House, 1 Orchard Road, Malvern, WR14 3DA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Between Faith Leaders and Gatekeepers  

Dr Maryyum Mehmood 

Maryyum is an established socio-political analyst, cultural commentator and 

community cohesion expert. Her aims have always been twofold. Firstly, to 

understand the motivations driving human behaviours in the face of social and 

political issues. Secondly, to utilise her insights from academic research, political 

advocacy and commercial expertise, creating innovate and impactful solutions to 

address contemporary global and societal challenges. 

She says, ‘Quite often I get asked, “what do you do?” Honestly, I don’t think I’ve 

ever given the same response twice! Partly because I believe that my journey in life 

so far deserves much more time and space. I embody the saying, “be the change 

you wish to see in the world”. The world is forever in flux. It’s up to us to move with 

it! ’  

Dr Mehmood is the Associate Director of the Edward Cadbury Centre for the Public 

Understanding of Religion, University of Birmingham, where she co-convenes and 

serves as Senior Tutor for the MPA in faith-based leadership.  Alongside this, she is 

a Young Religious Leader for the UNAOC (United Nations Alliance of Civilizations) 

EDIN (Empowering Dialogue & Interfaith Networks) programme. She is also a  

Trustee for the Women’s Interfaith Network.  

In this talk, Maryyum will explore an aspect of faith leadership that often gets left 

out of the interfaith conversations. We talk about exemplar leaders, but 

‘gatekeeping’ remains an elephant in the room.  



7.30pm, 13th October 2022  

Friends Meeting House, 1 Orchard Road, Malvern, WR14 3DA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meaningful, Mystical, Magical or Myth: Exploring the meaning of 

prayer for us?  

Gill Pennington 

Gill is a Quaker who has a deep love of the natural world. She lives on the slopes of 

the Malvern Hills where she loves walking her dogs and she worships at both 

Worcester Quaker Meeting and occasionally at the village Anglican church. Gill 

leads quiet days and contemplative retreats in a range of settings, focussing on 

finding inner stillness and peace, and offering teaching around prayer, discernment 

and spiritual practices. When offering Spiritual Accompaniment, she aims to create 

a sacred, safe space in which a person of any faith, or indeed none, is gently 

nurtured and encouraged to explore their connection with the Divine, and become 

open to deeper possibilities of Spirit. Gill works face to face and using on-line visual 

media (e.g. Zoom) both nationally and internationally. Before retiring in 2019, she 

worked at Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre as Spirituality Tutor and co-ordinator 

of the two year Equipping for Ministry programme. 

What does prayer mean to us? Is it something we do, something we experience, 

part of who we are...? This evening will be an opportunity for us consider this 

strange practice that Jesus exhorts us to participate in regularly. We will briefly 

reflect on our own understanding of what prayer is, and how this might have 

changed through the journey of our lives. Gill will offer some thoughts about what 

it can mean for people from different backgrounds and beliefs . . . some of whom 

may be fellow members of your worshipping community. 



7.30pm, 10th November 2022  

Venue TBC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God of the Oppressed; the radical Revolutionary Theology of  

James H. Cone  

Professor Anthony Reddie 

Anthony Reddie is the Director of the Oxford Centre for Religion and Culture in the 

Faculty of Theology and Religion, University of Oxford. His scholarship in Black 

theology has been Informed by his doctorate in Education and Practical theology, 

undertaken at the University of Birmingham with Professor John Hull. This has 

given him an Interdisciplinary method to the subject that Is somewhat different 

from the more classical, systematic approaches to Black theology. His consistent 

research Interest has been the interface between Black theology and decolonial/

transformative education as a means of conscientization and empowerment.  

Anthony is the author of numerous books, articles, and book 

chapters. His books Include Theologising Brexit: A Liberationist and 

Postcolonial Critique (Routledge, 2010), and the republished Is God 

Colour-Blind? Insights from Black Theology for Christian Faith and 

Ministry (SPCK, 2020) and Intercultural Preaching (Regent’s Park 

College, 2021). His most recent work is Introducing James H. Cone: 

A Personal Exploration (SCM Press, 2022). 

He is a Leading International Researcher with the South African National Research 

Foundation (NRF) and a recipient of the Archbishop of Canterbury's 2020 Lanfranc 

Award for 'exceptional and sustained contribution to Black theology In Britain and 

beyond.' 



7.30pm, 8th December 2022  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

<Title> 

<Speaker to be confirmed> 

<> 



7.30pm, 12th January 2023  

Friends Meeting House, 1 Orchard Road, Malvern, WR14 3DA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Woman Wisdom and Christian Ecological Living   

Revd Dr Robin Parry  

Robin Parry is a Christian theologian particularly known for advocating Christian 

universalism (a school of Christian theology focused around the doctrine of 

universal reconciliation – the view that all human beings will ultimately be saved 

and restored to a right relationship with God). He has written on a range of 

subjects, including OT ethics, lament, ancient biblical cosmologies, the doctrine of 

election, and the relevance of orthodoxy, but is best-known for his book The 

Evangelical Universalist, which he wrote under the pseudonym Gregory 

MacDonald. His current research and writing is in the area of eco-theology.  

Parry completed his PhD on Genesis 34 under the supervision of Gordon J. 

Wenham and Craig Bartholomew at the University of Gloucestershire. He was a 

sixth form college teacher in Worcester for eleven years, before starting work in 

publishing in 2001 for Paternoster Press and, since 2010, for Wipf & Stock 

Publishers (based in Eugene, Oregon). Robin is an Anglican priest in the Diocese of 

Worcester especially interested in eco-spirituality.  

This session aims to sketch a Christian approach to creation drawing on the insights 

offered by the ancient biblical character of Woman Wisdom (Prov 8:22–31), who is 

the very Wisdom of God.  



7.30pm, 9th February 2023  

Friends Meeting House, 1 Orchard Road, Malvern, WR14 3DA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do We Still Need the Devil?   

Professor Darren Oldridge   

Darren Oldridge is Professor of Early Modern History at the University of 

Worcester. He is a specialist in sixteenth and seventeenth-century religious history. 

His interests include witchcraft and the Devil, the supernatural, and the religious 

context of the English Civil Wars. A recurring theme of his work is the rationality 

underpinning apparently strange beliefs: this is reflected, most recently, in the new 

edition of Strange Histories (Routledge: 2017). More broadly, he is interested in the 

relationship between poetry and film and the past. He is author of numerous books 

including The Devil: A Very Short Introduction and Religion and Society in Early 

Stuart England. In this talk, Darren will draw on his ongoing work on Tudor and 

Stuart demonology, and relate this to contemporary concerns.  



7.30pm, 9th March 2023  

Friends Meeting House, 1 Orchard Road, Malvern, WR14 3DA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

<Title tbc>   

Professor Jagbir Jhutti-Johal   

Jagbir Jhutti-Johal is Professor of Sikh Studies in the Department of Theology and 

Religion, University of Birmingham. She has been an academic at the University of 

Birmingham since 2002.  Her teaching and research focuses on Sikh theology, inter-

faith dialogue, gender inequality, Sikh identity in the diasporic community, 

racialization and mistaken identity and other contested issues that confront the 

Sikh community nationally and globally.  Her work in the Edward Cadbury Centre 

for the Public Understanding of Religion looks at public policy, social and political 

engagement issues as they affect and are effected by the British Sikh community.  

Jagbir is a presenter on the Thought for the Day segment on BBC Radio 4's Today 

programme, and a board member and trustee on a number of organisations and 

she is very involved in voluntary work within the community, especially around 

representation, gender and children issues. 

Jagbir was awarded an OBE for services to Higher Education, Faith Communities, 

and the Voluntary Sector (2019). 



7.30pm, 13th April 2023 

Friends Meeting House, 1 Orchard Road, Malvern, WR14 3DA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Truly Human Being  

Revd Dr Peter Francis 

Peter Francis studied theology at the University of St Andrews and the Queen’s 

College Birmingham before ordination. His Anglican ministry has included periods 

in England, Scotland and Wales. He was a curate in the West Midlands before 

moving to London as a university chaplain. Later, he was Rector of Ayr prior to 

becoming Provost of St Mary’s Cathedral in Glasgow. From 1997 to 2022, Peter was 

Warden of Gladstone’s Library. 

For most of his ordained life, Peter has been involved with issues of inclusion / 

exclusion in church and society. He has also served on the Anglican Peace and 

Justice Network. Recently his main research interest has been on film and theology, 

specifically films of faith and doubt. These areas, together with his enthusiasm for 

Gladstone, his passion for liberal thought and liberal Christianity in particular, are 

what he lectures and leads courses on, writes and broadcasts about. 

He is Hon. Research Fellow at the University of Chester and Visiting Professor at 

Glyndwr University.  



7.30pm, 11th May 2023  

Friends Meeting House, 1 Orchard Road, Malvern, WR14 3DA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sibling Rivalry: Early Jewish-Christian Relations and their Legacy    

Dr Ann Conway Jones   

Ann Conway-Jones is an Honorary Research Fellow in the Department of Theology 

and Religion, University of Birmingham, specialising in biblical interpretation, early 

Jewish–Christian relations, and the exegetical foundations of Christian mysticism. 

Her PhD research, involving a range of Jewish and Christian mystical writings about 

the heavenly temple, was published by OUP as Gregory of Nyssa’s Tabernacle 

Imagery in Its Jewish and Christian Contexts.  She recently recorded a series of 

audio lectures entitled Moses, Mount Sinai, and Early Christian Mystics. 

Ann teaches biblical studies, early Jewish–Christian relations, and the development 

of mystical theology for The Queen’s Foundation; Woodbrooke Quaker Studies 

Centre; Birmingham Church of England diocese; and Oxford University Department 

of Continuing Studies. She is a Visiting Scholar at Sarum College, Salisbury.  She 

enjoys making academic scholarship accessible. 

Ann is actively involved in Jewish–Christian dialogue, and is the Chair of 

Birmingham Council of Christians and Jews.  She has published articles in The 

Expository Times and Theology on the complexities of Christianity’s relationship 

with Judaism, and the challenges of talking about Jews and Judaism with respect in 

Christian preaching and teaching.   



7.30pm, 8th June 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

<Title> 

<Speaker to be confirmed> 

<> 



Further details: 

David Mead 

Tel: 01684 562571 

Andrew Webb 

Tel: 01684 565708 

Email: info@pcnmalvern.org.uk   

Facebook: @pcnmalvern 

Web: www.pcnmalvern.org.uk ; www.pcnbritain.org.uk  

 

About PCN 

Members of the Progressive Christianity Network seek a credible and 

inclusive way to follow Jesus. We are unafraid to question traditional 

church teaching; we value contemporary thought and recent biblical 

understanding. We do not offer a set of answers but we invite you to 

join us in asking the questions. Our speakers are from a wide range of 

faith traditions and academic disciplines and provide insights into 

current research and thinking.  

Meetings will take place at Friends Meeting House, 1 Orchard Road, 

Malvern, WR14 3DA, unless otherwise advertised. It is hoped that 

meetings will also be available via zoom. Please email 

info@pcnmalvern.org.uk for details. 

http://www.pcnbritain.org.uk/
http://www.pcnbritain.org.uk/

