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12th September 2019  

Telling the Truth About God 

Dr Rhiannon Grant 

Telling the truth about God is always going to be tricky: 

how can we know what's true, is it something we can put 

into words, and what is God anyway? Taking the words of 

modern British Quakers as her examples, Rhiannon Grant 

will explore how one community responds to the 

challenges of balancing honesty with respect and unity 

with diversity . 

Rhiannon Grant is Tutor for Quaker Roles at Woodbrooke 

and Deputy Programmes Leader for the Centre for 

Research in Quaker Studies. Her research interests include 

Religious language, changing Quaker practices, multiple 

religious belonging, Wittgenstein and philosophy of religion, pop culture and 

philosophy, interactions of gender and sexuality with religion.  

10th October 2019  

Science and Religion: Ugly Sisters in a Suffering World?   

Professor Barry Jones 

During the 21st century individuals, communities and 

nations seem destined to continue to experience rapid 

economic and cultural changes driven largely by science 

and technology and multinational organisations. People 

want the benefits of this but do not like attendant negative 

consequences. The world religions provide meaning, 

purpose, identity, truth, hope and wisdom, but take 

generations to evolve and seem certain to further their 

influences across the globe as the century develops. All of these changes may well 

have negative economic, cultural, social and democratic consequences. 

Barry is a Methodist Honorary Research Fellow and a Visiting Scholar at Sarum 

College, Salisbury where he gives lectures on science and religion. He will outline 



the defining characteristics of both science and religion, including their strengths 

and weaknesses. He will then consider how science/technology and religion, 

including Christianity, ought to evolve to help all world citizens flourish in the 21st 

century. 

14th November 2019 

A Secret History of Christianity 

Dr Mark Vernon 

Something is going wrong with Christianity. In the western 

world, it’s not hard to make the case that something’s 

gone terminally wrong. So how are we to understand this 

predicament and discern its meaning? Drawing on ideas 

presented in his new book, Mark Vernon turns to the 

Oxford Inkling, Owen Barfield, for answers. A close and 

deeply influential friend of CS Lewis and JRR Tolkien, 

Barfield developed a description of how human 

perceptions of nature and the divine change profoundly 

over time. He then showed how Christianity is caught up in 

that evolution of consciousness. The story he tells greatly illuminates the times we 

find ourselves in now.  

Mark Vernon is a psychotherapist and writer, with an interest in ancient philosophy, 

and a focus on the skills and insights that illuminate our inner lives. His books cover 

subjects from friendship and belief, to wellbeing and love.  

12th December 2019 

A Spiritual journey through development, 

disagreements and dissertations!  

Revd Charlotte Bannister-Parker 

Charlotte Bannister-Parker is associate Priest and Interim 

City Rector for the University Church of St Mary the Virgin, 

President of the Children’s Radio Foundation. She is a 

governor at Queens College London and Malborough 



College, Advisor to The Oxford Foundation and Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts. 

Her professional career reflects a broad range of interests and passions from 

international development, to radio and media, to interfaith relations, to 

environmental issues. 

9th January 2020  

Title tbc 

Professor Fern Elsdon-Baker 

Fern Elsdon-Baker is the Professor of Science, Knowledge 

and Belief in Society at the University of Birmingham and 

leads the Science, Knowledge and Belief in Society 

Research Group within the department of Theology and 

Religion. 

Before moving to the University of Birmingham, she was 

the Director of the Centre for Science, Knowledge and 

Belief in Society at Newman University, one of the few research centres globally 

whose core focus was the study of science and religion across sociology, social 

psychology, religious studies, historical, philosophical and science studies 

perspectives. Prior to that she was deputy Director of the Centre for Social Relations 

at Coventry University. 

Her earlier doctoral/postdoctoral research focused on theories of inheritance, 

science communication and its relationship to scientific knowledge production from 

the 1800s to present. In 2009 she published a book based on aspects of this 

research: Selfish Genius: How Richard Dawkins Rewrote Darwin’s Legacy.  

13th February 2020 

Being an Inclusive Church  

Ruth Wilde 

Ruth Wilde is National Coordinator of the ecumenical charity 

Inclusive Church. She works with churches on six areas of 

inclusion: disability, mental health, ethnicity, sexuality, 

gender and poverty. Ruth is a Quaker and an associate tutor 



at Woodbrooke (the Quaker study centre). As well as going to her local Quaker 

meeting, she attends 'Peacemeal'- a weekly ecumenical house group which she 

started up with friends. Ruth is studying for an MA in Christian Contemporary 

Theology at Newman University. She has been involved in many peace and justice 

initiatives, including Christian Peacemaker Teams and Citizens UK. She lives in 

Birmingham with her wife, Ellie, and baby son, Brendan.  

12th March 2020 

Abba amma: Feminist poetic responses to the Lord’s Prayer  

Professor Nicola Slee 

The Lord’s Prayer is, of course, a central text and prayer 

practice of all Christians. I, like many, have prayed this 

prayer my entire life and it must be one of the earliest 

texts I learnt by heart. However, feminists have critiqued 

the prayer for its endorsement of the ‘myth of the crown’, 

and its male and kingdom imagery. How do we pray the 

prayer Jesus taught his disciples in ways which are 

authentic and life-giving? I have found myself, over the 

past year or so, writing a sequence of responses to, or 

improvisations around, the Lord’s Prayer. They are not so 

much attempts at reworkings or paraphrases of the prayer – though one or two of 

them are – as ways of wrestling with the central themes and images of the 

prayer. They are all different in style and approach, but what unites them is the use 

in each prayer of the address ‘Abba-amma’ (or one of the two terms) – Aramaic 

terms of intimate address to God as father or mother. I will be glad to share some 

of these responses with you and talk about the nature of Christian prayer and our 

relationship with the abba-amma God of Jesus.   

Nicola Slee has been working in the world of adult theological education for more 

than 30 years, teaching and writing broadly in the fields of feminist and practical 

theology.  She has been at the Queen’s Foundation since 1997 in a variety of roles, 

and is currently Director of Research, overseeing our doctoral programme.  She is 

Professor of Feminist Practical Theology at Queen’s partner university in 

Amsterdam, and Visiting Professor at the University of Chester.  She has published 

widely and her most recent book is Sabbath: The hidden heartbeat of our lives (DLT, 



2019).  She is currently working on a collection of articles, lectures, sermons and 

poems to be published by SCM under the title, Fragments for Fractured Times: 

What Feminist Practical Theology brings to the Table, as well as a book on her 

improvisations on the Lord’s Prayer. 

16th April 2019  

The Labour Church, the movement and its message 

Revd Dr Neil Johnson 

Neil Johnson trained as a Methodist presbyter at Queen’s 

between 1989 and 1992, and was ordained in 1994.  His 

ministry has included serving in post-industrial 

communities, outer urban estates, workplace chaplaincies, 

and currently in Birmingham city centre. At present, he is a 

Co-Superintendent minister of Birmingham Methodist 

Circuit and Methodist presbyter of The Church at Carrs 

Lane (URC / Methodist LEP). He is author of The Labour 

Church, the movement and its message (Routledge Studies 

in Radical History and Politics,  2017).  

 14th May 2020 

The Radical Rabbi, Jesus of Nazareth 

Revd John Churcher 

John Churcher is a retired Methodist Minister and former 

Chair of PCN Britain. His is a journey of progressive 

discovery from traditional Christian creeds and dogma into 

public theology, no longer concerned with advancing the 

doctrinal interests of the 'Church'. His ministry continues to 

be centred upon the compassionate inclusion, community-

building, social and restorative justice agenda of Rabbi 

Jesus, He is the author of several articles and books, 

including 'Setting Jesus Free' and 'Dying to Live'. John's 

preaching, consultancy and workshop-based activities are 

taking him around the UK and overseas supporting and encouraging PCN Britain 



and similar groups.   

WEDNESDAY 10th June 2020  

A Progressive Jewish approach to Medical Ethics   

Rabbi Dr Margaret Jacobi  

Rabbi Dr. Margaret Jacobi has been the rabbi of 

Birmingham Progressive Synagogue since 1994. She grew 

up in a Liberal Jewish family. She studied medicine at 

Birmingham University and then started a career in medical 

research, gaining a PhD in physiology and working for two 

years in St. Louis Missouri, USA. Whilst in St. Louis, she 

decided to embark on her long-held aim of studying for the 

Rabbinate. Her studies included two years at the 

Reconstructionist Rabbinical College in Philadelphia and 

before completing my studies at Leo Baeck College. 

She enjoys the diverse challenges and opportunities which congregational work 

offers, especially in a multi-cultural city like Birmingham. She enjoys working with 

all age groups and also values the opportunities for interfaith dialogue which 

Birmingham offers. 

She has maintained her interest in medicine and has published papers on Jewish 

medical ethics, most recently 'The Challenge of Genetic Research' in 'Aspects of 

Liberal Jewish Thought'. She is also the honorary Progressive Jewish Chaplain at 

Birmingham University and a member of the Faith Leaders' Group which builds links 

between the different faiths in Birmingham. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Malvern Progressive Christianity Network meetings take place at 

Christ Church Hall, Avenue Road, Great Malvern WR14 3AY. This is 

close to Great Malvern railway station. 

Meetings start at 7.30pm and finish by 9pm.  

 

Further details: 

David Mead 

Tel: 01684 562571 

Andrew Webb 

Tel: 01684 565708 

Email: info@pcnmalvern.org.uk   

Facebook: @pcnmalvern 

Web: www.pcnbritain.org.uk  

 

About PCN 

Members of the Progressive Christianity Network seek a credible and 

inclusive way to follow Jesus. We are unafraid to question traditional 

church teaching; we value contemporary thought and recent biblical 

understanding. We do not offer a set of answers but we invite you to 

join us in asking the questions.  

http://www.pcnbritain.org.uk/

